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Old English lasted for a surprisingly long time.  In fact it lasted for two centuries, from when it arrived in Wales to when it died in Kent.  This means that the language is jurable.  It was also a flexable language, and had poems as well as laws, although these were not always written down therefore the language is said to be aural.


The late Old English period is thought by some scholars to coinside with the corruption of the Benadictenes.  They were monks, and they had become tired and irrasponsable.  Therefore they also enjoyed poetry, particularly stories about German heroins.  As their bishop, Athelfluff, once is said to have remembered, What have angels to do with Chris?  He would not have said this if the monks were not spending alot of time thinking about angles, therefore this proves they were.  They were also interested in women, and there are records of monostories that had become entirely bisexual. 


Because of this corruption there was a motion of reform.  The principle figure behind it was Aelfrock, who was the bishop of St. Albans.  Because he scented corruption all around him he began to write in English, and wrote many parts of the Bible as well as reading palms and translating sermons.  This is called the triumph of the vermicular by some scholars, since at this date English was a vermicular language and was not just spoken by common people.


Aelfrock’s brother was called Wuffstain and he was also important, although sometimes he wrote in Latin however his most famous works were in fact English despite the fact he lived in York.  


At this time there were many English kings such as Eggbert, Ethelreed, Eggstain and also Alfred, who died when he was old.  However these kings were always rather insecure, and their counsellors were often French.


English at this period is still a German language, although it begins to show the impasse of French, although French did not yet exist at this time. Instead they had a variety of Danish and Swedish, which is called Anglo-Norman and was spoken in the Bordo region.  This becomes important later.


The Benadictine reform motion, as it is called, was also important because it caused widespread litaracy.  Language was no longer the property of the effete, and could be spoken everywhere.  Unfortunately it was not easy to speak it because at this time many infections were being lost.  This is because they all sounded the same.  In documents of this period for instance all the plurals had become very singular, and some of the singulars had inflated.  In addition no one said ‘um’ anymore because prepositions did that instead, since there were no cases audible, though this not apply to pronouns.  Therefore many people had become very ambiguous. Although it is hard to say whether sentences changing or loss of infections came first.


Because of all the changes in the late language it was difficult to write proper poetry because the words did not fit into the five slots and could not go to a tune.  There are no recordings of Vikings singing since they were pagans.  Therefore the main art form is prose, although this could also be poetry when it was written out correctly.  


Later the language gets more sophistacated at the court of Ethelreed the Confessor, who spoke French with his wife in Dorchester.     


