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Pronouns are like nouns, only they are usually shorter.  The Anglo-Saxons had two pronouns.  These are called singular and plural, although there are traces of a third pronoun called Jewel, except this is very rare and intimate.  The singular pronoun is divided into two different persons, first, second, and third, and similarly the plural pronoun is divided into two again, first, second and third.  This means the system is imbalanced from the outset, and therefore it changed.


The Anglo-Saxons could not say I therefore they said ik instead because it was easier to say.  When they wanted to say you they could say you, but if you wanted to say you you could also say thee if the person you were talking to was a baby, though this was impolite.  You could also say thee or even thou to god, although this is a gnomalous instance.  If you wanted to address someone you could call him or her he, it, or she if it was feminine.  These pronouns have accusing counting parts, most of which end in ‘um’ to distinguish them from their nominal counting parts.  An example is ‘hum’, which meant either him or her, though her could also be ho.  Unfortunately ho could also mean they if it was accusing, so if they wanted to say they they were confused.  In fact the pronoun they did not exist at this period, so they said hi instead.  Hi is pronounced like he, although he underwent a later change.

The accusing plurals are us and you, although there was also a Jewel in this system, called Unc.  Unc meant the same as us, only if you said unc you only meant the two of us.  The same thing happened with we, which had wit as its Jewel.  If you used wit, which was rare, there would be two of you.


There was also hem, which did not have a ‘t’ at this time.  In fact all the common pronouns that have ‘t’ in them are often Viking lone words.  An example is hi, which means they or even she in Anglo-Saxon despite the fact that it sounded like he.  It was only distinct from him because it didn’t have an ‘m’.  Therefore when the Vikings invaded they quickly felt the need for words that had ‘t’ in them, like they or them.  These are Viking lone words, and they were borrowed in great intimacy, usually when there was a contact situation.  But the words with ‘h’ and ‘m’ in them continued to be used, although they also lost the ‘h’, so they were again pronounced ‘um’ like they were before, although they were spelled ‘em’, and sometimes spoken in inverted commas.  This usage survives today in Cockeye.


They was borrowed first, then them.  It is hard for scholars to say which came first, because they sometimes write them for they.  But it seems likely.  Meanwhile it which was pronounced hit also lost it’s ‘h’, although it never altogether loses it’s ‘t’.  This also survives in some dielects.  Also ik loses its final consonant which makes it similar to what hit would have been if hit had lost both its ‘h’ and its ‘t’, which it didn’t.  Scholars have come up with some repelling arguments about the history of I, but none of these are totally convincing apart from the view of Michelin Robinson.  She said that ‘k’ was redundant in front of a word beginning with a letter because it was difficult to say.  This is called the Easy Articulation Argument.

Some pronouns were leant to other languages like Arse.  In Arse every pronoun ends in ‘ik’, so each part of the system has to start differently.  Examples are nothing+ik (first), ‘th’+ik (second), ‘d’+ik (second, intimate), and ‘m’+ik (third).  There is no fourth pronoun in Arse, and all consonants are silent.

There are also reflective pronouns, although these revolve in Middle English and when Anglo-Saxons wanted to use themselves they used them instead, which was pronounced ‘un’ and was no different to what ‘hum’ was in the end, which is discussed earlier. 
