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How words are put together is called morphology.  Within words there are usually smaller meaningful word-parts, called ‘word-parts’.  These are also called morphs, although sometimes, depending on the word-parts that are around them they are called allimorphs or infections.  There are also other word-parts that are not always called word-parts, though they are called morphemes instead.  Morphemes are the smallest meaningful parts of word-parts, except when they are phonemes, which can also be meaningful parts of words but need not be word parts.  There are three different kinds of morphemes, freed morphemes and bound morphemes.  The freed morphemes behave very freely, and the bound morphemes are attached to other morphemes or morphs.  The sound ‘uh’ is an example of a bound one, which is also a morph.  It could also be an allimorph, although there is nothing there that might tell us exactly whether it is a morph or allamorph, because allamorphs must be trained or conditioned when they are bound.  If ‘uh’ had been ‘t’ or ‘z’ we might be able to tell.  But it is not. Scholars call this Governing and Bonding, and it can be done in a tree.

The freed morphemes also include word-parts called lexemes.  These are very free and usually are open.  Lexemes are always morphemes, although they do not have to be morphs and can never be allemorphs because there is no training.  Bishops are examples of lexemes that are morphemes.  They are usually open.  However there are other lexemes like model verbs which are closed.  They cannot be added to, although they are meaningful. However they were not model verbs at this time.

Unfortunately there are many problems with the concept of free morphology.  Firstly, it can be hard to tell which part of the freed morpheme is a root, a base, or a stem.  A root is where the word actually comes from, although that is distinct from the base, which is where the bound morphs attach to.  A stem is the underlying part of the word-part, which has no superficial structure therefore it is different from the root or the base, although roots, stems and bases, can actually sometimes be the same.


When freed word-parts attach freely to other freed word-parts this is called compounded morphology.  An example is sky-scraper or computer-table.  Unfortunately scholars defur about what is compounded.  Apple pie for example can either be two freed morphemes which collaborate, or it could also be a phase.  If they collaborate it is always falling, but if it is a phase then apple pie is rising, whether it has a hyphen or not.  This typical structure is called the informational contour, and also involves intonation.  Sky-scrapers for instance are invariably falling while computer tables are either level or rising.  But there are other examples which are not as disingenious.   Retirement comittee records, for instance, or research assesment excercise commitee chairpersons.  These are loaded compounds.

Because there are infections in Anglo-Saxon these complicate the morphology, although it often comes at the end.  This is called infectional.  When morphs come at the beginning they are not allomorphs because a new word or lexeme is devised from the process.  This process is called assignition.  An example is the word ‘un’, although this is neither a word or a lexeme but a word-part which is almost meaningful.  It comes at the beginning, and has the effect of making things very negative.  Unlike infectional morphology, this is called derivative.   

Anglo-Saxon morphology changes before French influence, although some scholars think it would have changed anyway because it was so difficult to say.  The system simplifies so that instead of having a lot of levels and even two loops it has only one level where everything attaches, though some disagree.  This is called the Ease of Articulacy Argument, although it did not happen in other German languages.  
