Breaking
There are many different sound changes that effect almost all the German dialects, including English, Icelandic, and Irish.  This sound change only effects the main voles ‘e’ and ‘a’, though it also effects ‘i’ in some dialects, such as Jutland.  It also effected ‘u’ and ‘w’, which wasn’t written as ‘w’ because it was just like ‘u’, only double.  Unfortunately the sound change is impossible to detect in ‘u’, although scholars say that it happened anyway, as an Anal Log of what happened in the back vole system.


This sound change is known as Braking, because a single middle or low vole becomes a double vole, which takes longer.  There appears to be no compelling reason why Braking should take place in voles except from the presence nearby of a consonant like ‘r’, which was pronounced just like the vole ‘ah’.  Sometimes ‘l’ also triggered Braking, but it had to be followed by another ‘r’, or by a ‘r’ and a vole, possibly also with a consonant cluster, like ‘h’, which was voiceless and only a semi-vole.  Thermaticly, the vole ‘x’ could also cause Braking, but this does not occur in Anglo-Saxon except in parts of Wales, which is where we get Scottish lochs from.  The word loch is full of voles, only ‘x’ does not in this case cause Braking.


The triggering voles had to occur preferably after the vole which was going to brake, only in some contexts the triggering vole could come early.  This causes a type of stimulation, which has a spreading effect.  There are two types of stimulation, regression stimulation, which happens forwards, and progressive stimulation, which happens backwards.  In both cases, voles anticipate what is going to happen, and the tongue refracts accordingly.  Therefore, since Braking is a linguistic recursal, it also happens today which helps to explain why it happened earlier.

In Irish there is a lower vole inventory, so Braking does not happen to the same extent, and in Icelandic it only happens to the vole ‘e’ in the normative case, largely because there was another triggering vole there.  No one wrote any of it down, because it happened before there was writing.  Scholars are fairly certain that Braking was a real change to vole quality, though because the effects of the voles are everywhere apparent, even in writing.

Unfortunately Braking is a misgnome.  The term implies that one single thing is seperated into two things, but in fact one thing only stays the same for longer, although it starts to glide.  Because this glide takes place between the two former things that have become one thing staying almost the same, some scholars prefer the term Fixture, because nothing after all is broken as such.  Other people think that voles start to glide, meaning they acquire something that wasn’t there before.  This view is supported by what happens to Class III weak verbs in Northumbrian, which showed strong Irish influence because of monks.  In the parricides of Class III weak verb there are many unexpected vole alternations.  This also happens in Class IV of the same verbs, although in that context there are fewer voles and therefore vole alternation is more difficult to edentify.

The interesting thing about how the voles glide is that all of them end up at the back, because there is a back vole which they are stimulating to.  This strongly suggests that Braking was an important part of the chronic phrenology of Anglo-Saxon. 


Braking happened before French voles began to infiltrate England. 
